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The deserted hillside, dignified only by a church; the community in 1966

Once a teeming, mixed-race Casbah,
the hillside sector is now a bleak,
unpopulated wasteland
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His flesh suddenly crawling as if he had been doused with cold water, Michael Adonis
thought, Who the hell is that? Why the hell don’t they go away. I'm not moving out of this
place, It's got nothing to do with me. I didn't mean to kill that old bastard, did I? It can’t
be the law. They’d kick up hell and maybe break the door down. Why the hell don’t go
away? Why don’t they leave me alone? I mos want to be alone. To hell with all of them
and the old man, too. What for did he want to go on living for, anyway. To hell with him
and the lot of them._Maybe I ought to go and tell them. Bedonerd. You know what the law

will do to you. They don’t have any shit from us brown people. They’ll hang you, as true

as God. Christ, we all got hanged long ago.
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