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Abstract

This paper aims to show how important it is for medical and nursing students in the
‘global age’ to understand the AIDS crisis in Africa, especially in Southern Africa,
through the analysis of the relationship between South Africa and the AIDS drug issues.

The AIDS situation in Africa is now devastating, so we might easily understand from
the data on life expectancy below that the ‘AIDS epidemic chokes the life out of
Southern Africa.”

The consciousness of medical and nursing students in Japan seems not to be ready
to understand the harsh realities of the AIDS situation in a fundamental sense. But
such students are in an advantageous position to be able to get an accurate grasp of
the situation because they can understand the infection mechanisms of the disease.
And Japan, as well as the ‘developed’ countries, is responsible for the neo-colonial
system imposed under the guise of ‘aid” and ‘development’ which has been one of the
main causes of poverty and ignorance in Africa. For we cannot deny the fact that we
are on the side of the robber and, consciously or unconsciously, have benefited from
the present system.

It has been a long time since the relationship between intellectual property and the
WTO on the AIDS drug issue was discussed, but the realities of the disease remain
primarily unchanged, perhaps having become even worse.

The AIDS crisis is a global issue that we are facing and cannot avoid, especially
medical and nursing students. I hope this paper might motivate them to think about
AIDS issues more deeply as something connected to their own lives.
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